_Volume VII _ jl sssdrsoreior, st 


SAN JACINTO PROBLEM EXPLAINED 
By Nathan C. Clark 


A description of the mountain regions of 
Southern California may help those who 
are not femiliar with the San Jacinto 
arcie 

Los Angeles lies near the west end of 
the San Gabriel Valleys The eastern end 
of this valley rises gently to 2500 feet 
eiovation and extends through Sen Gorgon- 
io Pass (1800 ft.), where it becomes the 
desert of Coachella Valley north of the 
Salton Sea. On the north of San Gorgonio 
Pass is the highest range of mountains in 
Southern California, whose summit is Mt. 
San Gorgonio, "Grayback” (11,485). On 
the south is an abrupt rise to the north- 


ern terminus of another high range, the 
San Jacinto Mountains, which run general- 


ly southeasterly for many miles. This 
northern terminus is lofty and massive, 
with three summits of nearly equal 
height: . Marion Mountain, Jean Peak, and 
Mount San Jacinto, The latter point is 
the highest (10,805), and in Southern 
California is second only to Mount San 
Gorgonio. The ‘summit is at timberline, 
is covered with granite boulders, some 
sandy areas, and a number of albicaulis 
pines, and it affords an unsurpassed view 
for many miles in all directions. 

North Side Extremely Rugged 

The western side of the mountain is a 
series of average slopes and. steepish 
canyons, is well forested, and has some 
resorts and private cabins below the 
5500-foot level. -The north side is « 
sharp escarpment nearly as abrupt as the 

randest.drop-offs of the Sierra Nevada 
(asupnine 8800 feet in only three miles), 
numerous vertical cliffs, and a total ~~ 
drop of 9800 feet to the San Gorgonio 
Pass below. The east side slopes down 
over wocky gullies and deep forests with 
a few meadows to the great eastern escarpe 
ment at about 8700 feet, then falls °x- 
tremely steeply for another 6500 feet to 
the huge alluvial fans of the desert bo- 
lowe, «The east wide slopes (cont. pe 4) 
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DREDGER DEVASTATION MAY BE CHECKED 
Worthy of the endorsement and active sup- 
port of Sierrans is a move to lessen the 
damage done fm gold dredging operations. 
California's legislators may soon con- 
sider Senate Bill #37, introduced by 
Senator Dillinger of Placerville, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Netural Re- 
sources. leant to check devastation, it 
is scribed as an act whose function 
would be to require any mining operation 
using dredgers or other soil-removing 
equipment to replace the soil with the 
coarse material underneath and the fine 
on top, and the whole leveled as before. 

A possible weakness of the bill is the 


provision whereby the Board of Supervis- 


ors of a County would have the right to 
waive the requirements; however, such 


. action could be taken only at a public 


meeting which had been advertised over 
a period of thirty days. 

Anyone who has driven past the miles 
of barren gravel furrows fringing our 
interiar valleys should welcome my re- 
strietions on further like desolation 
of foothill landscapes. You can help 
by writing to your state senator, ask- 


\ ing his support of the measures 
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NEW SNOW DELIGHTS NORDENITES 


Last week's stogm brought to Signal Hill 
conditions enthusiastically described by 
Dick Burnley as "about the best I've 
ever seen at Norden" 
"How much is there?" 
"Plenty!" said Dick. 


we askede 
Which should en- 


courage prospective Easter-week visitors 


more than does the news that unless 


they had already made their reservations 


there is not much likelihood that they 
can get any now, An overflow crowd is 


ALASKAN PICTURES SUBSTITUTED ON PROGRAM 
John Dyer's arrival in Berkeley yester- 
day was most opportune. With one of 
Tuesday's films suddenly unavailable, the 
PG&E show gt&32 goae on with some of 
Johnny" s excellent Alaska Kodachromes. 
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IT SEEMS TO US-- 


$00) It may do-no harm to re-emphasize 
something to vhich we have devoted a good 
deal of space at one time or another: a 
Sierra Club member should know the per- 
son whose membership application he en- 
dorses, and he should be honestly satis- 
fied that. the applicant understands ‘the 
purposes of the Club,:» 

It should not be too much to expect a 


Sponsor to have been or to become acquain-relief. 


ted with a prospective member before 
Signing his application ~blank,. 
the sponsnr'e signature means, "I believe 
that this applicant.will be a worthy mem- 
ber of the Sierra Club," not merely, 

"Oh, .yeah--I'tve. seen him around a couple 
times." 


The requirement is not intended as a de- 


terrent to new members. It should be re- 
garded rather as an assurance that the: 
organization which they seek to join is 
interested in them and anxious for them 
to know.why and how it operates. 

Oftentimes a member, asked to recommend 
an applicant whom he knows: slightly or 


not at all, does so without question mere- 


ly to avoid embarrassment. But how much 
greater his embarrassment may be if: the ~ 


After all, 


THE FIRST YODELEDITOR SAYS-« 


Yodeleditor: 

I used to read the overseas columis in 
the Yodeler that were so complimentary, 
and find it hard to believe the 
pages would be welcome overseas», But 
now even the doubts I didn't have are 
vanished. I read every word=-once the 
mail clerk gives me a chanfes 

Along with a surprising number of moun- 
tain troops you wouldn't expect to be 
interested, I hope very earnestly that 
the crop of threats to the wilderness 
you currently report will never materi- 
alize. A recent widely circulated full- 
color US magazine ad shows a bulldozer 
scraping big hunks out of a mountainside, 
a fine alpine view in the background, 
with this legend, as I remember it: 
"Where only wilderness was before," i 
thought of clipping it for you and add- 
ing the title "Kearsarge Pass, 1946?" 
but I. didn't get the chance toe I'd be 
sorry indeed to see that Kings Canyon 
Road ever make such a title an apt ones 

Italy is a good example of what can 
At the front we see 
lots of piton country, including scenes 
that could be wild and beautiful. But 
in addition to war damage, there is the 
wrecking of sc®nery that Italians have 
been indulging ineenecessarily, I suppose 
-~for centuries, Road, trails, railroads 
houses, shacks, storie walls, terraces 
and power developments are everywhere. 

As a result country almost as rugged and 
potentially as beautiful as some East} 
side Sierra localities is cut up, beyond 
Spare us that in the Sierra--and 
more power to A¥t Blake and the Yodeler 
in their efforts, 

Skiing? Well, the Germans still hold 
the best Appenine ski resort at Abetonee 
When the Allies take that I can tell you 
better how Italy stacks upe 
I'd like to hear more from my friends. 


2 


Yodeleditor: — 
Mine\is probably not yovr first letter 
from the Italian front, but this is to 


say hello and "me, tooe" These mountains 
don't compare to the Sierra, but they 
are very fine in their ow waye Spring 
is pushing the snow level up the slopes 
but the mud holds its owne: I am comfort- 


- able and can't complain about anything 


applicant, accepted on his recommendation, 


turns out to be unsuitable for membership} 


7 j $ 3 
$0000 This is the time of year to ask. why 
the Bay Chapter, with 48% of the membere 


QOXG Meil addressed to Lts. Brower, Hild- 
ebrand,’ Bedayn, et al c/o the Club office 


ship, polled only 44% of last year's votes "11 be forwarded to them,~-Hd. 
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Yodeleditor: 


For the past fowr weeks we have been ~ 
quietly anchored in the lagoon of this atoll 
while the rest of. the. world is fighting or 
working or skiing. "e are four or five . 
thousand miles away from Muir ‘oods, on, the 
oter side of the International Date Line, 
in what the seologic map calls "Micronesia", 
The temperature never drops below 80° (the 
temperature of the ocean) and the Southern 
Cross is a spectacular object in the pre- 
dawn sky. In case anyone is curious as to 
why I'm so far from home, I'm playing the 
part of a Junior Engineer on. one of Henry 
Kaiser's new ysctery Ships (Just call me’ 
"Junior"), 

The nearby islands were’ taken from the 
Japanese about a year aro, and consist of 
dusty little coral strips only a few feet 
above sea level, Those which escaped the’ ’ 
worst battles have a few palm trees left, 
The 15,000-foot Sierra passes and the New 
Year snow at Norden seem very remote. - ; 

Once in a while the ship's drinking water 
tastes like something out of the bilge, but 
I've divieed a method of tricking my taste 
budse The system is to hold 
the nose while drinking and aS as 
imagine that the water is » “6 3 \ 
some of the heavenly nectar 
which flows out from under’ 

@ certain rock along the 

trail up Piute Creek to pf 
Hutchinson Meadowse The ae 
only drawback is the terrible wtih ye tte for 
the high Sierra trails that inevitably fol- 
lows. 

Naturally our cargo is of the type calcu- 
lated to come in handy in’ altercations with 
belligerent foreigners, soO.some morning you 
will‘read in the paper that some of the 
local boys in-uniform are annexing insular 
real estate, and our ship will be hanging 
around just in ease someone needs a shoe 
lace or a piece of baling wire, 

With envious regards to you local Sierrans 

orders Red. Lyman’ 
Yodeleditor: 

Your articles coneerning conservation ~ 
and maintenance of the wilderness areas 
have interested me very much. I would 
like to know if there is some way in which 
I, who live in Texas, can be of some help 
in preserving such areas on the Pacific 
Coast, where I plan to eventually make my 
home. --~Ben H. Cummings 


000§ For your interest in the problems we 
have outlined, our thanks. We hope that 

recently published material has answered 
your question. ~-Ed. 
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(These excerpts from Raffi Bedaynts 
letters give us our best idea to date of 
the country to which all our mountain 
troop friends have recently been sent) 


About our trip across the Atlantic.’ Ye 
were fortunate not to be pushed ‘onto ‘a 
slow ship. “‘e made a fast trip. The food 
was good. There was a sizn over the 
serving trays, "NO SECONDS ON COFFER". 
‘There were. large servings of fresh celery 
however, Eee I was right there for. sete” 
ondse . 

At the’ P.X., cigarettes were 50d a 
Carton. Ice cream and a poor excuse fer 
coca-cola were available’ in gallon lots, 
I saw a couple of old movies, 

Everyone was excited when we ‘sighted 
land, liountains along the African coast 
were more than I had expected--there were 
several high ones. We could see picturese 
que small villages in the foothills; one 
on the African side had whitewashed 
buildings and looked beautiful from the 
ship, but an officer said that they were 
plenty dirty. 

Cepri.was a beautiful island with high 
cliffs dropping into the‘sea on one side 
and a small bay.used by the fishing boat s 
on the other. There were .even rows of 
houses high on the cliffs overlooking the 
seae It looked like a good qist place “e 
spend a vacation, 

It was getting late in the afternoon as 
we neared our port and the light shower 
which had come up had changed into a 
steady downpour, Vesuvius came into view 
through the ai gd 1% Was an wee 
sight. - 

We landed at tte: and couldn't see much 
of the city. “e gathered’ our bags and 
marched off to the waiting train. There 
were several box cars lined up to receive 
us ond we piled’ 25 to 29 men in each, 
Twenty-nine men on the floor wasn't too 
comfortable, but there wasn't much come 
plaining. Since tle cars were unheated, 
the men built small fires in five-gallon 
cans in the center of the car and cooked 
C rations, and warmed themselves. 

-. Towns along the wry were really beaten 


-Upe People were in rags and doing a lot 


of begging. The children ran around withe 
out. shoes and very few clothes, People in 
the towns sgemed to be in sadder shape 
than those in the country. Women came by 
the halted train, waving their baskets 

of bread and demanding: cigarettes. Most 
of the buildings are built of mortar, 
stone and brick, probably. because of the 


‘lumber shortage. (conte pe 8) 
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SAN JACINTO PROBLEM EXPLAINED 
(cont. from ps» 1) 

down over rocky gullies and deep forests 
with a few meadows to the great castern 
escarpment at about 8700 feet, then falls 
extremely steeply for another 6500 feet 
to the huge alluvial fans of the desert 
below. The higher levels of the range are 
covered with old forests, fern dells, 
meadows, and streams that flow all year 
round (something rare in this part of Cal- 
ifornia). The region was purchased from” 
the SPRR by matched public and private 
funds, and has been set aside and admin- 
istered as a wilderness area, ; 

The only roads before the war were those 
described below, and the usual radiating 
service and private dirt roads which may 
reach as high as 6000 elevation. Natu- 
rally the area is rich with wild life. 

Here are some specific arguments, such 
as may be used in expressing protests a- 
gainst Assembly Bill 71239, "An Act to 
Create the Mt. San Jacinto Park Authority" 
(1) Too expensive to maintain, Difference 
in elevation is about 10,000. feet or more; 
top 4000 feet in snow during winter. East 
face of San Jacints is one of steepest 
slopes. in California, filled with verti- 
cal canyons and large avalanche gullies. 
(2) Cannot see possibility of sufficient 
patronage to pay off as planned. Consid- 
er: lit. Lowe Tavern not paying proposi- 
tion even though only 30 miles from Los 
Angeles by electric railway (fare $1), 
and abandoned after fire in 1936; lt. 

Lowe RR also abandoned in 1938;. Tamalpais 
RR abandoned in 1930's; Palm Springs 120 
miles from Los Angeles and, not direotly 
accessible by train; tramway could not 
operate more than about 4 months per year 
since Palm Springs is a desert town and 
is shut up during the summer months, 
while the top of "San Jack" is 4000 feet 
above smowline and the equipment would 
not be usable for from 3 to 5 months in 
winter. 

(3) ‘Yould become a liability to the pev- 
ple of the State of California, and a tax 
burden, since it is almost sure that it 
would. not pay off from revenue either con- 
struction or operating vosts. Would there- 
fore either divert tax money from useful 
projects or increase tax rate. 

(4): Does not offer any important postwar 
employment possibilities. 

(5) Poor policy to create an independent 
authority. Similar bills have been 
squelched by both Governor Olson and Gav- 
ernor Warrens 


THE YODELER 


__March 19, 1945 


ne a ae ee 


YODELEARS HEAR 


~-from Ed Haug, who writes from Fairbanks, 


“"Alaska is really beautiful--I was very 


fortunate in being sent up here, As yet 
I have found no Sierra Club members, 
but Itm still looking. -I have joined 


‘the Fairbanks Ski Club, and find a very 


nice group of folks, plus several excel- 
lent skiers--but they are all from the 
East i" vues 


--that Arline Brownlie has recently be- 
come a member of the »ki liountaineers of 
the Southern Chapter. Arline is looking 
forward to a visit from cousin Norma 
McDonald, whe will enter the Baldy Down- 
Hill Race, then accempany Arline to Alta 
for a week. 


-»-that Ernest Dawson, currently in San 
Francisco on business, reports that Glen 
Dawson is.aide to a high administrative 
officer with the 10th Division in Italy. 


--that Agnes Yeager, now Lieutenant (jg) 
in the WAVES, is stationed in Washington, 
D.C., and “not too happy with the crowds 
there." * ‘ 


-- (through Mugelnoos ) that Lt.-Cmdr. 
Francis Tappaan, USIIR, former High Trip 
Manager and erstwhile Director, has re- 
covered from recent injuries and is in 
command of motor torpedo beat squadrons 
operating in the Lingayen area in north- 
ern Luzon, 


--that Phil Faulzoner has gone to OCS at 
Fort Benning, Ga. 


--of Sgt. Rolf Pundt's recent arrival in 
Berkeley, on furlough from Camp Atterbury, 
Ind., where he conducts classes in mathe- 
matics and photography for the convales- 
cents stationed there. Rolf is spending 
some time at Norden. | 


--that John Dyer is in the Bay area, home 
from Ketchikan for a well earned vacation. 
Johnny's enthusiasm for southeastern Al- 
aska scenery is well substantiated by 
the beautiful Kodachromes which he has 
managed to get between rainstorms. 

--that Dorothy Kinkade, having been 
"drafted" for the month of March by the 
San Jose Red Cross, has found herself far 
too busy to compile her usual LP column. 
However, she promises to make up for it 
next time, with plenty of local news and 
also excerpts from WAC Jessie Alferd's 
lettor, 


~-of Oscar Cook's grateful return to Berk-~ 
eley and the RCS. Oscar spent some twelve 
weeks in. Tennessee 9n special work there. 
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Bird liceting 
At the Friday, Mar. 16 evening meeting. 


Ruth Elwonger gave an interesting talk _ 
on the habits of shore and wading birds; 
and also explained the three types Ob. 
color protection Nature gives theme 

Daisy and Dick Johnson presented some 
amusing sidelights on Gulls, Pelicans and 
Terns, the latter being among the most 
travelled denizens of the air, as they 
migrate as much as 22,000 miles. In 
lighter vein, Ed Layers read Samuel John- 
son's explanation of the disappearance of 
the Chimney Swifts in winter. 

Movies of shore and wading birds round- 
ed out a delightful evening's program. 


Campus View Tri 
Violet and Tilarshall Jencks led a "honey" 
of a trip through the UC Botanical Garden 


and up Strawberry. Canyon on Sunday, 
March 18, Excitement ran high among the 


ornithologists on the trip when the 
California Thrasher poured out its heart 
to us in song. Four or five. Thrashers 
were seen or heard on Sunday. 

After feasting our souls-on the beauty 


of the rhododendrons in the Botanical 
Garden and tearing Connie away from the 
intriguing Ferocactus upon which her 
eyes were riveted with covetous glances, 
we climbed the hill to a lunch spot 
affording ample sunshine and a superb 
view, Circling above Strawberry Canyon 
in the afternoon we discovered a varied 
array of wildflowers, The lupines and 
brodiaea were especially lovely and the 
grassy hillsides were ablaze with Cal- 
ifornia poppies. 

; NSS CALSNDAR 

Apre 8, Sunday: Annual Wildflower 
Trip. Stroll with us over the flqwer- 
decked Tiburon hills and learn the 
botany of what you see from John Thomas 
Howell and members of the NSS. Refer . 
to Local Walks schedule for details. 
Charles Townsend and Ida Safley, leaders, 

Apr. 20, Friday: 8 p.sme meeting at 
Academy of Sciences, Golden Gate Park. 
Mr. Pitts will devote the evening to 
telling us about precious stones. 

Apr. 22, Sunday: Stanford Campus. Wear 
street clothes. Bring box lunch. Dr, 
Ieabel lcCracken has. invited us to her 


home for coffee with our lunch, so please # Sizo a. 


let Tom Howell know if you are going, be- 
cause accommodations are limited 
(BA 5100 days; or GR 0728 evenings). 


THE YODELER 


SIGESS 


Number 6, Page 5 
SHAT HRH ETH PERNA E ERATE IE TET TEE PEE IE 
* F ADD-LIBEING * 
Yeo io dok abi deg dee ek dak dak tsk sk ka Soak ak ocak ok sate ak eae ae 


Old-time high trippers will remember 
Leland Chase, who in 1929 was present’ 
on his first’ annual outing with the 
Sierra Club and had his twelfth birth- 
day during the trip. : 

Leland was interned in the Philippines 
early in the war. Mugelnoos reports 
that he has been rescued from Los Banos 
Internment Camp by the United States 
Army and that he is mighty happy and is 
gaining back lost weight. 

Mugelnoos has devoted a good part of 
its current issue to the legislative 
threat to the Mt. San Jacinto Wilderness 
Areas 

Bonanza, in its March issue, urges 
Mother Lode Chapter members to join 
with Southern California members protest- 
ing the Mt. San Jacinto Park Authority 
act. In addition Bonanza thanks Art 
Blake for his article in a recent 
Yodeler condemning contemplated road 
extensions in Kings Canyon National Park. 


Yosemite Nature Notes devotes its 
liarch thumbnail sketch of a Yosemite 
artist to Harry Cassie Best, Virginia 
Adams' father. The author tells of 
Bast's Yosemite studie and the hundreds 
of Yosemite landscapes which he painted. 
According to author Elizabeth H,. 
Godfrey, of the Park Service staff: 

"He was perhaps the last of that 
group of pioneer painters of the West, 
who had the unique opportunity of 
showing to the world the beauty and- 
color of such emazing natural wonders as | 
Yellowstone, Grand Canyon am the 
Yosemite. His paintings of Yosemite 
and other scenery are monuments to his 
name, and he will remain one of the 
outstanding Yosemite artists long after 
those who knew him personally have 
passed on." 


CHESS PLAYERS' GROUP SUGGESTED 


Do you like to play chess? Member Oscar 
Montien suggests formation of a group to 
meet once or twéce a month, and will und- 
ertake its organization if those inter- 
ested send him a postal card (give name, 
address, telephone), care of Club office. 
RATE AL EEL LADS. So SE oe Roe DRE LIT) 
For Sale: Ladies' figure skates--$3,50 
Please telephone Sally “¢ 
Z 
999 


Heitman: GRaystone 6039, evenings; 
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VISITS TO FRENCH CHATEAUX DESCRIBED BY T/scT . NALCOL}1 SLITH 


Recently I have been trying to work-out.a-series-of trips to places of historical 
and architectural interest, at the Se2's request. I took a trip today over the 
ground of one of the proposed trips, and found that my highest hopes had been far 
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exceeded’, 
thedral, and the Chateau of Pierrefonds.” 
The first is a magnificent building set © 
in a tremendous park at dyn edge of a 
large forest. 

We enjoyed the cream colored endeed of 
architecture, the several round corner 
towers, the roof of its chapel rising 
above the others, and all this rising in 
turn directly from a’ ‘huge lake-like moat 
on all sides, It belonged to the Duke” 
of Conde and it is said that after one - 
huge garden party, King Louis XIV was so. 
envious that he started to build Ver- 
sailles, Senlis is a charming town with’: 
narrow winding streets and very old. ‘ie 
houses. The cathedral is very old and 
varied in architecture and has one very 
tall tower almost green with age. The 
rooks were sailing around the tower. . 
against a turquoise sky opalescent with 
light. clouds. ;, 

Thad two very pleasant companions on 
the trip, a sergeant and a corporal from 
the personnel section. Our transportation 
was a jeep. After leaving Senlis we . 
struck the forest of Compiegne through 
which we went for nearly twenty miles, 

It is composed mostly of beech, their 
silver trunks ‘gleaming in the soft light 
above a carpet of warm brown leaves... We 
passed through the town' of St Jean aux 
bois, literally "St. John in the forest" 
and reached Pierresfonds, As we came 
out of the forest our eyes took in the 
tremendous castle on a hill just beyond 
the town. It is a real fairy tale 
castle with many round towers, massive 
walls unbroken for 40 feet and with 
secondary walls below the main ones. We 
found our way to the gate efter going © 
nearly around it and, crossing a bridge, 
we entered the inner court. A shout 
from one attendant brought the guide 

who had just started out with a party of 
American officers. The castle must have 
been built in the 10th or llth century 
but after becoming very ruined it was 
completely restored in the 19th century 
by the great architect Viollet-le-Duc. 
We went’ from' room to room, each one 
distinguished by: its rieh beamed. or 
vaulted. ceiling painted. and gilded in. 
brilliant colors, and with huge fire- 
places and very small windows, The 


Stops included the Chateau cf Chantilly, the town of Senlis with its Com 


banquet hall was ‘at least a’ hundred 

feet long with a huge double fireplace 
at one end. We went up stairways--very 
narrow spiral ones round and’ round-- 
until we reached the top of:one of the 
Highest towers, more than 500 feet above 
the town, ‘What a view we ‘had .of the 
tile roofed town and the other chateaux 
onthe opposite hillsides, and of the 
vast forest west and north of us! 

We descended by mére stairways to the 
dungeons below, now quite wi thout > 
furniture but. suggestive of a melodrama 
‘from Hollywood, In one of the. lower 
chambers was a small round hole in 
the floor down which prisoners were 
‘ lowered with a rope ante a huge circular 
chamber below. 
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S¢ SEABEE WRITES OF LIFE IN INDIA 
A letter recently received by friends 
of Roland Goggin parce, mee other 
things: 

"We arrived safe and sound in India, 
and frankly I like it. very much. We are 
in a large city, and it's anybody’ s guess 
as to how long we will be here, 

"Itve been doing alot of sightseeing. 
It is interesting to walk through the 
shopping district with all its out-of- 
doors shops. Prices are fairly reason- 
able compared to Américan prices, but 
out of reach of the average Indian, 
whose income may be 1 rupee (30¢) per 
day. It costs us K€ for tood alone--of 
course that's because we eat under Navy 
supervision. 

"Food and water are both taboo here un- 
less okayed by the doctors, There is a 
terrific emount of disease among the’ na- 
tives, including lots of smallpox at 
present. Naturally we were given shots 
for just about everything, but--believe 
it or noteefer the first time I didntt 
hear any grumbling serene having.to take 
the shots}" 
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. FORMER CTL, COOK HEARD FROM 


As Yodeler was .gqaing to press, a tele- 
phone call from J. J. Mclaughlin brought 
timely ariswer to the question everyone - 
has been ‘asking--what's become of lilac? 


‘He is just out: of a Marine Hospital, and 


en toute to join his wife in Utah. 


March 19, 1945 
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We got our dreamed for White Christmas and a white New Years 


ics scanner: ee 
KETCHIKAN HOLIDAYS LIVELY AND FULL OF 
By Dixie Woodburn 


UPS AND DOYNS 


too. For two weeks 


preceding Christmas, we had cold weather, clear for the most pert, temperatures 
around 20-309, the frost was inches thick on housetops, sidewalks and roadsides, and 
all of the lakes froze. There-was neither wind, rain or snow to spoil the ice 


and the skaters-have been in their glory. 

Christmas week end, true to form, was 
busy. Friday night there was another 
formal dance at the Coast Guard base 
patterned after the Thanksriving dance 
except that the dosorations were Christ- 
mas trees, wreaths and Santa Clauses 
instead of pumpkins, turkeys end col-: - 
onial figures," -"" 

It clouded up Sunday, to my disappoint- 
ment, but I climbed the mountain, anyway, 
and had a most enjoyable day.in spite of 
the weather. It snowed lightly while 
we were on the mountain, but not enough 
to be perceptible, 
the peak we slid a. great deal of the way. 
And to my sorrow$ On one long slide I 
lost control, went through one, small tree 
where I lost a fair sized piece from the 
seat of my ski pants and finally came to 
rest in another tree at the end of the 
slope. I was well ventilated, to say the 
least, and had to wear my parka as a 
sort of blanket, The boys were worried 
for fear I'd catch cold. On the last 
little rise, just before we dropped down 
into town, we were brought to a stand- 
still by the scene before us, It. was 
just after sunset and the houses were 
lighted with many Christmas tree lights. 
The house tops, trees, shrubs, and hill- 
sides, as well as the bank of the stream 
were covered with white and it made us 
think we were walking down into a 
Christmes card. E 

For me, the week between Christmas. and 
New Year was quiet. I stayed home the 
whole week and really needed it. The 
week was again cold and.clear, and it 
started snowing again Friday. I started 
New Year week end off with a bang by 
having open house, Saturday afternoon, 
for the Health Department. 

At 8 peme, without even stopping to 
wash my dishes, I started up the ; 
mountein with Bernice and one of the 
high school boys. We had, for me, 
pretty heavy packs with our sleeping 
bags, food, ski boots and skis, I'll — 
have to confess, I didn't enjoy the 
climb to the cabin at all, though it was 
so light on the snow that we scarcely 
used our flashlightss About half way up 
we ren into a snowstorm with a hard wind 


On the way down from - 


_ little cabin, 


dcaapiaanmiaanciasteaaeeaiienianmen mabbnsipmnemscenmmisgvansbecegteliate 
behind it, and from then on, it was just 
an endurance contest. Johnny Dyer 
passed us on the trail. He was taking 
up a load of stovepipe for the new oil 
stove the Club just purchased. ‘Vhen we 
reached the cabin, Dyer was busy putting 
up the pipe and there were already 5 
forms bedded down on the floor, and one 
in one of the ‘two bunks. Bernice and I 
didn't stop for introductions but climbed 
into the one remaining bunk and left 
Harold to bed down on the floor with the 
others. John soon left and we all tried 
to:go to sleep. What a nightt! The wind 
howled about the cabin unceasingly and 
it rocked and creaked in the storm, It 
was icy cold and I shivered and shook all 
night long. Only one person in the 
cabin really slept and he snored steadily 
in defiance of storm, the floor, and the 
other tortured inmates of the cabin, 

Sunday morning dawned cold end windy, 
and I awakened from fitful napping to 
find about an inch of snow on the foot of 
my sleeping bag and quite a bit at the 
head. Zhe other occupants were likewise 
covered since the wind had just sifted 
the sriow through the many cracks of the 
One of the more brave of 
the fellows got up, built a fire and got 
the temperature up above zero before any 
of the rest of vs would stir, In fact, . 
Bernice and I didn't crawl out until all 
the fellows were up and had coffee ready. 
That was about 10 A.M. 

Our fellow sufferers were really a 
nice group. Four fellows in the Coast 
Guard paratroop office who had come up 
early Saturday afternoon had cut wood, . 
cleaned the cabin, and settled down for 
a quiet week end. About 9 P,ll., in 
walked one lone skier--Draper, the fellow 
who slept all night. He got to bed and 
things quieted down, Then in came Johnny 
with headlamp and a load of sto:vepipe, 
looking, they said’, like a visitor from 
Mars. While he was working away quiet- 
ly (?%=Ed.) and the original tenants 
were trying again to get to sleep, we 
stamped in out of the storm and they 
thought they had indeed come to a strange 
place (All they lacked was Bestort=Ed«') 

The storm continued almost (conte pe 8 
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BIG CARSON 


Heavy rains three days before the March 18 
trip made all streams rise to their glori-~ 
ous beagty, but also afforded much muddy 
footwork, After holding the bus at San 
Anselmo while Walter Rivers bought his 
ticket, twelve persohs under the leader= 
ship - ‘of Ruth Carter.and Albert. Glenn’ ate 
lunch at a small meadow. on the upper end 
of Big Carson Creek,. Through the. coopere 
ation of Larry Armstrong, Little Carson 
Falls was ‘included and was the most spece 
tacular feature of the trip. Mount St. 
Helena, under a heavy blanket of snow, 

was viewed by the hikers from Cypress, 
Ridge. Orson Howard, a sailor stationed 
at Treasure Island, was the only military 
personnel on the trip. A tired, muddy, 
and hungry bunch boarded the bus at Faire 
fax for San: Francisco. woAG 


HIKERS FIND IT DAMP 


Ketchikan Holidays (cont. from pe 7) 


211 morning, more wind than snow, and I 
scarcely poked my nose out of the door. 
Bernice and I got out for. about half an. 
hour, to try our skis and unused muscles, 
but soon gave it up as a bad job for the 
rest of that day, and I went back to town. 
The Dassows werehaving a New Year party I 
didn't want to miss. I did manage to get 
there about 9:30, after a short nap, but 

I was far from the life of the party 

_ Next day found me again headed up the 
mountain, this time traveling light. The 
wind and snow had stopped, but it was ov- 
ercast and dark. Johnny Dyer caught up 
with me, carrying skis this time, and we 
hiked together to the cabin; there we 
found that the six who had spent New 
Year's Eve on the mountain had enjoyed a 
unique evening, but had had some diffi- 
culty in staying awake until midnight! 

We skied over toward the saddle in the 
afternoon, seeing numerous small slopes 
that had avalanched the day before, 

The second of January (nice of it to 
wait until after the holidayst) i 
started to rain again, and eat 


it hasntt stopped sinces oa 


L ime 


y. 37 


ath 


NEV ARTIST JOINS STAFF 
Yodelerstaff is feeling sais 
ticularly fortunate; we can } ™ 
announce the second new art-| 


PP 
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ist! Oral Rhoades made the } ey fe é 
AZ ha 


drawings on this : a J 
ranney sa tsie | 4 

page; Jean Gilfillan has ~~ 

done’ the illustrations on | other pages a 


MOUNTAIN MOVIES TO BE SHON SOON 


Yodelereaders are reminded of the pro- 
gram soheduled for March 27 at Wheeler 
Hall in Berkeley, when Louise Butler 
shows her color motion pictures taken 

on various pack trips: into the high Si- 
erra. Have you ihe ticket yet? " 
Beda bins from p.°3) 

We arrived at our base bivouac late at 
night. ‘Somebody had really been working 
overtime; there was hot food prepared for 
all the men, who were all tired, cold and 
hungry. 

(Raffi was a aes as y Gouvey: commander 
for a subsequent night's move) 

At the appointed hour we took off down 
the mountain to pick up the rest of the 
convoy. Arriving at the main road we 
found that our kitchen truck had over- 
turned its trailer. We lost about twenty 
minutes while everyone heaved and tugged. 
We crossed the IP (initial point) 25 
minutes late. The next serial (part of 
the convoy) would follow in thirty min- 
utes. In other words, the canvoy was 5 
minutes behind us. Usually this means a 
terrific traffic tie-up, but somehow we 
got rolling. 

It was grand to see the snow- 
capped mountains--it reminded me 
of the Sierra. There was some ex- 
cellent skiing terrain there, but 
not enough snow. Rocks and 
bushes poked up bere and 
there. I'11 still take 
the skiing we have up 
around: Norden and 
Echo Summit, 

We arrived at our... 
destination late a 
in the afternoon, It 
was a sanitarium into 
which people had been 
drifting since 
their homes 
had either been 
blown up or taken 
over by the Army. 

(To be contin- 
ued in the 
next easel 

on emer 
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in. larch 5 number ) and redesigned the head. 


